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Public law of the forum. The distinction is of great im-
portance with respect to the various kinds of substantive rules
of the forum. Prohibitions, established in public law, apply
irrespective of the conflicts rules accompanying private law
institutions. As an example, we may recall the principles
elaborated in the American courts before Prohibition, in the
application of the laws of "dry" states against the sale of
intoxicating liquor.
A court of a dry state, as a matter of course, had to enforce
its own statute for the purpose of general welfare. Except
in so far as the legislature was restrained by constitutional
provisions, an annotator said, the state could forbid any action
for the recovery of the purchase price of intoxicating liquor,
even
"with respect to a sale every element of which, from the
solicitation of the order to the consummation of the executed
contract by delivery of the goods, had its situs in another
state the law of which permitted such sales j and this, too,
without reference to any intention upon the part of either
party to violate or evade the laws of the forum."30
When a court, however, was not bound by a statute, it
would not refuse to entertain such an action merely because
the sale, if made at the forum, would have been invalid, when
there was no intention to violate or evade the law of the
forum.
Thus, a sale made outside the state was commonly en-
forced even though the order was solicited by an agent in the
state.31 But some local statutes were construed as prohibiting
also such preliminary steps, or as outlawing any transactions
that contemplated introduction of the liquor into the forum.32
All this resembles private international law but is es-
30 Note,  Conflicts of laws as to sales of intoxicating- liquor, 61 A. L. R.
(1903) 417, 418.
31 E.g., Wind v. Iller & Co. (1895) 93 Iowa 316, 321, 61 N. W. 1001, 1002.
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